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ABSTRACT 

The technology of thermal exploitation of in-situ reservoirs of the Athabasca Oil Sands has matured significantly 

over the last two decades. Many of the earliest in-situ thermal Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage (SAGD) projects 

are nearing the end of their productive lives, with reservoirs largely depleted of bitumen. There are significant 

lessons to be learned by investigating the current conditions of these reservoirs. In particular: 

- Reviewing production performance and yields. 

- Developing an understanding of successful SAGD reservoir management. 

- Investigating geochemical and mineralogical effects of 1-2 decades of high-temperature steam 

metasomatism. 

- The potential future applications of now-depleted post-production bitumen reservoirs. 

Acquiring and studying drill core taken into active or post-production SAGD reservoirs can provide tremendous 

information about the above questions. This talk will provide an overview of laboratory methods that can be 

applied to such post-steam core, as well as a walkthrough of an example of such a core.   

BIOGRAPHY  

Graham is currently AGAT’s Manager of Geosciences, responsible 

for the quality, completeness, and efficacy of geoscience work 

undertaken at AGAT Laboratories. He has a master’s in structural 
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